EDITORIAL                                  No. 96     September & October 2011
Willand is frequently ‘invaded’ by cyclists but two have knocked on my door recently asking for help. The first, at the beginning of July, was Roger Palmer, from Barry, South Wales. He was taking part, along with many others, in a sponsored event for Help for Heroes, cycling from Land’s End to John O’Groats and had been mis-directed from Okehampton to Exeter and at 9.00pm found himself in Willand, seeking somewhere to erect his tent. I was able to point him in the right direction and he has promised to send me a ‘report’ of his journey, which was scheduled to end on July 26th.
Two weeks later, a young lady called and asked if I could top up her water bottle. She was on holiday from Germany, was cycling from John O’Groats to Land’s End and was so enthusiastic about the ‘lovely people I have met on my journey’. Two very different cyclists, with very different reasons for their travels and no doubt with many happy memories.

FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
You will have received with this magazine a survey to identify the needs in the village for affordable housing.  Please take the time to fill this in and post it back.  Many of our young people, amongst others, end up leaving the village as high housing costs make it impossible for them to get on the housing ladder. 
The affordable housing schemes can help to reduce this problem but only if we know what is needed.  The information collected is built into the Local Development Plan, which identifies development areas where affordable housing can be included.  We then work with Mid Devon District Council, and developers, to deliver affordable houses or flats when this is possible. 

We now have two new Parish Councillors!  We extend a warm welcome to Ian Firkins and Barry Warren, who have recently been co-opted.  Please give them your full support and remember that we are all available should you need help on Parish Matters (all our details are inside the front cover of the magazine).

We have been pushing for parts of Meadow Park to be resurfaced.  It seems the road is on the list to be repaired and this could be completed early next year – after the frost!

Devon County Council has decided to withdraw funding for weed treatment across the county.  Unfortunately, they didn’t mention this to us or the weeds.  Consequently, the weeds kept growing and we became aware the village is starting to look a little neglected.  Councillor Ray Radford has agreed to provide some funding to allow us to buy the equipment and fund two treatments around the village.  The weeds are now dying but are still prominent so we are looking at ways of removing them – not easy as they contain grit and weed killer – and we need to use volunteers.  If you can help by removing the weeds outside your property, it will reduce the work that volunteers have to do and we can get our village back to normal.

We have had a number of instances of heavy vehicles going through the village via Willand Moor Road and Orchard Way.  We are working with the County Council to place a 7.5 Tonne restriction at the top of Willand Moor Road which will resolve this problem.

We have also been working closely with the Police and other agencies to try to reduce the incidence of ant-social behaviour.  We believe we will see a significant improvement as a result of the actions we are taking and will keep going until the problem goes away.

We are now getting the development of our Parish Plan under way, with the first section being Law and Order.  A meeting on the 18th August will see some initial analysis and the setting up of a steering group.  Please watch for updates on notice boards, the magazine and the web site – we need your views

Finally, I am encouraged that individuals are telling me they read this update in the magazine and telling us we are tackling the rights things within the Parish Council.  However, feedback comes from a handful of people out of a population of about 4000.  We want to properly represent your views, so all you need do is let us know by email, letter, phone call, carrier pigeon etc.
Have a good Summer – what’s left of it.  Ray Ursell

Every time you show a British passport, you pass on a message from the Queen.

ST MARY’S CHURCH
I would like to begin by saying a big thank you for the warm welcome Joan and I have received from so many people since moving into the village and starting my new job as Vicar of Willand on the 5th July. It is good to be a part of your community and we look forward to getting to know more of you as time goes by.

We are all familiar with certain days and dates. For instance, Christmas Day is the 25th December and April Fool’s Day is the 1st April. But do you know what is special about Sunday 25th September this year? It is BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY. Individuals frequently say to me that they used to go to Sunday School or Church when they were younger but over the years just drifted away and haven’t been for years.

 

Admittedly it is often difficult to restart something in one’s life. When I was a Curate (trainee Vicar) I became friendly with a chap of a similar age to myself.  He was brought up to go to church and did so for many years. However his work and domestic life meant that both God and church were squeezed out of his life. He wished to start attending again but found it hard to do so. On three Sundays he started out but couldn’t make it over the doorstep until the fourth Sunday. Having made it he really enjoyed the service and subsequently came each week as he found the services helped him greatly on his spiritual journey and his relationship with God. He also made new friends, including a girlfriend who later became his wife!

 

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY is a great opportunity to make a fresh start and begin attending again. Or even to start coming if you have never done so before. We can’t promise that everything will be as it was years ago but we do hope that you will find the services helpful and relevant to your spiritual journey.  

The times of the services on that day are 9.30 am in the Church Hall, Rectory Close, and 11.00 am in St. Mary’s. No-one will embarrass you, put you on the spot or ask you to do something you would not wish to do. The earlier service is more informal in style than the second. Both are non-communion services and easily accessible to newcomers, previous and regular attendees alike.   I look forward to welcoming you on Sunday 25th September, if not before!                                                                        

                                                                                  Revd Rob Wilkinson
METAL DISPOSAL

You may not have received a leaflet through your letterbox recently with regard to the above, now that the facility in Cullompton has been withdrawn. ‘Paul’ & ‘Kat’ are willing to collect, free of charge, any unwanted washing machines, filing cabinets, old tools, cast iron, bed frames, tumble dryers, etc., you may want to dispose of. There is a charge of £5 for fridges and freezers. Their telephone numbers are 01884 841882, 07591269845 / 07591269847.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

At our July meeting we had an interesting talk about the Lobb Brothers, who went all over the world collecting specimens for Mr Veitch, who had a well known nursery in Exeter. Apparently most of the monkey puzzle trees we have in this country descend from a batch of seeds sent back from South America by one of the Lobbs. There is no meeting in August because of the Flower and Vegetable Show. Results of this will be in the next magazine.

In September, we will be hearing about plants for autumn and winter and October’s speaker will talk about garden birds. We have a coffee morning on September 17th and our annual club meal at the end of October. On 25th October, we will be hosting the Pottinger Cup, an inter club gardening quiz. We hope to fare a little better this year than we did in 2010. 

We have welcomed a number of new members to the club this year, so are hoping they will contribute to a successful Flower and Vegetable Show. For further details about the Garden Club please email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a short message on my answerphone.

                                                     Carol Allan,  Garden Club Secretary

CALLING ALL FRUSTRATED GARDENERS

Do you want to grow things but not have enough space for your requirements?

Do you have a few spare hours a week?   If so, please contact Rod Sparkes on 01884 829152 or email rod@sparkey.org.   Rod is a volunteer for CHAT, a church- based charity. He has recovered two neglected gardens in Willand for their owners, who are no longer able to tend them and he is looking for some more volunteers to look after them. Please contact him for more details if you might be interested.
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME
Hello, whilst down on the site where we do what composters do, we thought we would pass on our thoughts and considered opinions.
We have displayed various notices which are ‘self-explanatory’, where we request that you do what they say and help us to continue to provide a service for the residents. To the vast majority – you do and many thanks. But to those (and there always are some) who deposit their garden waste and leave some of it outside and on the path to the bins, could they please clear up afterwards.  Not only is it untidy but it is inconvenient to others who later visit.

Referring to current operations, we ask for your cooperation when depositing

 - Grass – please deposit ‘as soon as’ – don’t ‘store’ the grass then deposit – this does not compost!!!   Residents have greatly assisted by complying with our notice of what we can and can’t accept. There are a few who don’t - for example; dump turf/earth and wood greater than 1 inch in diameter etc. This wastes our time and effort for their removal. To these people - please don’t!

Notice: please be aware there is vandalism taking place; this affects both us and the allotments. To the latter please make sure your property is both secure and safe from these anti-social acts.

Welcome: We offer an invite to all those who like being outdoors and can use a fork, broom and shovel to come down and mix with like-minded residents. Share a laugh and give an opinion over a cuppa! Or just come on down for a chat:-.  We are open on Sundays between 10 - 12noon or give me a ring on (01884) 821174. Or, email me on  mail@tonymander.wanadoo.co.uk
                                                                                               Tony Mander
CULM VALLEY TRAIL ACTION GROUP
A group of villagers from Willand, Uffculme, Culmstock and Hemyock are seeking to introduce a route for pedestrians and cyclists that will link the four villages.  In the first instance they are investigating the opening up of the former Culm Valley Light Railway as a path for use by walkers, cyclists and mobility scooters.  It is appreciated that land ownership issues will make this difficult in places, but the aim is to have as few diversions from the original route of the old railway line as possible.

Considerable work has already been completed on surveying the route between Willand and Uffculme.  Devon County Council investigated the route and is supportive in principle of transforming disused railway lines into routes for people.  The need for such a route has never been greater.  With traffic on the B3440 Uffculme route legally able to travel at speeds of up to 60 miles per hour, villagers who choose to walk or cycle to Uffculme - or to places en route such as the Langlands Business Park – are taking considerable risks.  Sections of the journey might require that a pavement for pedestrians and cyclists is created on the B3440 Uffculme Road.  

The long-term aim will be to connect Willand to the villages of Culmstock and Hemyock with a leisure route that could potentially bring tourism to the Culm Valley and would take advantage of our proximity to Junction 27 of the M5 and Tiverton Parkway railway station.  Other tourist routes such as the Tarka Trail in North Devon and the Camel Trail in Cornwall have helped to bring jobs to villages along them.  Local Government is increasingly recognising the value of such routes; Devon County Council has just won £5.2 million as a result of a bid to the Department for Transport’s “Local Sustainable Transport Fund”.  As the cost of driving continues to rise and forces people out of their cars for shorter journeys, there are only going to be more people opting to travel on foot or by bicycle.
To get the project progressed further, what is now required is the support of local people. This might be as little as signing a petition, through to participating in the Culm Valley Trail committee which has been set up.  It is anticipated  the project will advance in bite-size chunks and one of the first considerations will be providing a safe route for those children in Willand who travel to Uffculme School.  Anyone interested in offering support – however limited – should contact Richard Foord on 849286 or richfoord@hotmail.com  Thank you.
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB

Anyone interested in joining the Junior Tennis Coaching for the winter season, starting 6th September,  please contact me as soon as possible. The cost for 4 months coaching is £55, which includes membership. 

It has been 5 years since the 4th court was built, so it is now time to re-spray paint the 3rd and 4th courts. When this work has been completed this summer, the courts will look like new again.
John Morrison, who looked after the Public Bookings for the Tennis Club for many years, recently passed away. John spent many hours looking after the courts, collecting the Court Fees, cutting the grass and he took great pride in the management of the courts.  His wife Margaret has kindly volunteered to carry on John's good work, which was very much appreciated by everyone at the Club and, I’m sure, in the wider community.
                    Rita Parish, Secretary, Willand Tennis Club  01884 820803

 “YOGA FOR WIMPS”

This is the title of a recently published book.  When I first saw it my heart sang.  The vast majority of yoga books, especially the front covers, give a completely misleading impression of what yoga is all about.  It is not just for the fit, healthy, young, lean, lithe and lissome.  Yoga has something to offer for anyone who can breathe!
The yoga classes held at Sampford Peverell on Thursday evenings during school term time are described as mixed ability and “gentle” in nature in the sense that everyone works at their own level. There is plenty of limbering before attempting any of the simpler classic poses. Postures are modified and/or adapted when necessary to suit everyone both the more and less able.  Chairs, bolsters, blankets, blocks and cushions, even the walls are used when appropriate, to make postures more comfortable and/or more accessible.  As a result everyone will have their own tailored version of a pose.
Although the classes are best suited to those who have attended a yoga class previously, complete beginners are welcome as are adults of all ages, shapes and sizes.  Young people aged 12 to 18 are welcome provided they are accompanied by a parent/guardian. 
As a British Wheel of Yoga trained teacher I include in my classes an eclectic mix of what I consider best from each of the yoga traditions that I have studied. The endeavour is to make the classes relaxing and fun. I have a special interest in helping those who are faced with health challenges.  Whilst not offering a cure, Yoga therapy can help you to cope with many health problems.  
One-to-one yoga therapy sessions are offered for those who wish to be given a routine specifically designed to suit their lifestyle and health.  In fact, one to one sessions may also be suitable for beginners who want to know more and/or are nervous about attending a class for the first time.  They are also open to anyone who feels they may benefit from such tuition. For further information please ring Joy on 01884 33889 or email randaisher@googlemail.com
NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THAT…..
Someone recently showed me a list of all the Mid Devon Parishes, on which were the relevant figures for the population, total area and the consequent population density. You might be interested to learn that the most densely populated parish is Crediton. It has 7417 residents, with an average of 16.209 per hectare. Second was Willand, with 3493 people at 8.533 per hectare. Tiverton has 21897 @ 3.063/hectare, with Cullompton 8568 @ 2.593/hectare. The least populated is Woolfardisworthy, 187 @ 0.075, whilst the total for Mid Devon is 78728 @ 0.833. Interesting?? All the information is available on the Devon County Council website, under Population Density.   
In trying to ensure the accuracy of these figures, I contacted both D.C.C. and the people who actually created the figures. The following paragraph is from an unknown source at County Hall. “These are neither Total Population (a theoretical concept at best) nor Electoral Register. They are the numbers of people registered at GP practices in Devon, linked back to Geographic area based upon postal code, as denoted by FHSA Data (Family Health Services Association – Obsolete organisation absorbed into obsolete Health Authorities and then into Primary Care Trusts (soon to be obsolete organisations”)). Make of that what you will!!!!!  The figures for Willand are current.        Ed.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

The Hall is continuing to be well used by all sectors of the community. The trustees would appreciate support from more groups / individuals by acting as trustees. There are 10 meetings per annum and they usually only last about half an hour. Without strong trustees, the Hall may not be able to continue as a registered charity. If you might be willing to help, please contact us.

Just in case you are unaware, the Hall is completely self-funding. We receive NO income from the parish, district or county councils and rely on fundraising and hire charges to cover our costs. We are able to apply for grants for some repairs, but these do have specific criteria which have to be met, so we cannot always obtain them. Uffculme Environmental has recently granted us £5500 towards repairs of the flat roof and we are awaiting a decision for a further third of the costs from DCC, so are hoping to have the repairs done at the end of September. We will also have photovoltaic cells fitted to the roof in September to help offset our rising electricity bills. We are not having a grant for this as we could not then get the full feed in tariff.

Our monthly bingo sessions are going well and bring in good amounts for our funds. Thank to Frances Wilcox and her helpers and to all those who support them.  Our Secretary, Hazel Newman, would like to retire at the AGM in May. If anyone would be interested in the position, please contact Hazel or me for more details. Hazel has indicated that she would be willing to work alongside a
 new secretary for a few months to give him / her a chance to learn the ropes.

If you would like to make a booking or obtain more information about the hall, please contact Hazel Newman, our Booking Secretary or me. You can also print off a booking form online – just Google Willand Village Hall.
                                                         Carol Allan, Village Hall Treasurer

COLDHARBOUR MILL

14th September-24th October: 'In the Company of Weavers' Exhibition in the Fox Gallery. 

Friday 30th September: our annual Friends of the Mill AT HOME evening at the Gill Box Restaurant (fully licensed) at the Mill. 7 for 7.30pm.  Come and enjoy a 2 course meal for a donation of £5.  

Friday 21st October:  The Courtenay family of  Powderham Castle  - a talk by Mrs Felicity Harper. In the Old Stables, 7 for 7.30pm.  Admission £6, includes buffet supper.
Sunday 23rd October - Autumn half-term STEAM-UP ! 10.30am-4pm. Engines in steam from 11am.  Mill tours, restaurant, picnic areas, shop - a  great family day out !
CRAFT WORKSHOPS AT THE MILL – knit, spin or weave this Autumn !
Weaving courses – 1 class per week for 10 weeks starting:

Thursday 15th September: 9.30-12.30am - Learn to weave £105

Friday 16th September: 9.30-12.30am  - all levels £105; 1.15-3.45pm - Improving techniques  £93.  Advance booking essential - for more information & to enrol, contact Louise Cottey (tutor) - by phone on: 07527 248178 or 01460 259271 or by email: loucottey@ googlemail.com. 


The Purlesque Knitters meet in the Old Stables on Mondays  2-4 pm.   For more information, phone Jill on 01398 331000 or just come along!  The Coldharbour Spinners meet in the Old Stables on Wednesdays, 2-4pm.  For more information, phone Susan on 01884 839782 or just come along!  All groups provide tuition for beginners.

Autumn/Winter season at the Mill:  from Monday 12th September, the Mill and Mill Shop will be open Monday to Friday 10am-4pm for self-guided tours of the working spinning & weaving areas, and the Fox Gallery with the World War 2 'Home Front' Exhibition, embroidered Millennium Screen, Culm Valley Model Railway & the Exhibition of Weaving.  The Mill Shop sells yarns and textiles produced at the Mill, as well as souvenirs, books, and a range of local crafts products. 
The GILL BOX RESTAURANT at the Mill is open 7 days a week 10am-5pm, with evening opening on Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays until the end of September (no need to book except for a large group). Phone free on 0800 389 3859 for information about Christmas meals in November & December & to book.   For more information about Coldharbour Mill, - email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk  ,  phone the office on 01884 840960 (Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm) or visit the Mill's  website - www.coldharbourmill. org.uk 
                                                                                               Susan Wasfi
FROM OUR P.C.S.O. 
You may be aware that in recent months Willand has seen an increase in anti-social behaviour and criminal damage.  It appears that this is being committed by a small minority of individuals who live in the village. We are working closely with other agencies, such as the parish and district councils, youth groups, and parents, to resolve this issue. Residents can assist the police by IMMEDIATELY reporting any incidents they witness by dialling 999 to report anti-social behaviour or criminal damage. It is important that incidents are reported as they occur and not several days later. We need good descriptions of individuals involved and statements from witnesses so these can be used to progress legal action.  

 

If you have recently been a victim of crime or anti-social social behaviour, please report this to the police so we can build a picture of the issues within the village and gather evidence for legal action by calling 08452 777 444.    Should you wish to provide anonymous information you can do so by calling CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 111.

 

Over the last month or so we have been able to take the following actions:- 

      An offender was caught by Police throwing stones at a vehicle in a compound on Silver Street, no damage was caused and the offender has signed up to an acceptable behaviour contract for 6 months with the Police and Community safety partnership. 

      An offender has been dealt with for damage caused to windows at Willand Primary School and is now being dealt with as part of the multi-agency anti-social behaviour escalation process. 

      An offender who smashed the rear windscreen of a car was caught due to a member of the public immediately phoning the police, who attended and dealt with the individual. 

      Police are dealing with an individual who committed a public order offence in the grounds of Willand Primary School. 

      There have been two assaults involving young people from the village and two individuals have been arrested for these offences. 

      Underage drinking has been reported in parks within the village and police patrols have seized quantities of alcohol from young people.. 

Matters that are still outstanding are:- 

      Motorcycles making excessive noise in the early hours in Worcester Crescent at the Junction of Orchard Way. 

      Rowdy youths gathering at the footpath of Plum Way and Silver Street late at night and into the early hours.  This has caused concern from residents in the area. 

      Two commercial garages have had vehicles damaged in their secure compounds. 

      Several unoccupied properties around the village have been subject to criminal damage, including broken windows. 
If you have any information regarding these incidents then please contact  me on 08452 777 444  (but this number is changing - see below) or by email to  30384@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk    Whilst PC Katie Rich is on leave, I am pleased to say that PC Graham Custance will be assisting me in Willand until her return.  We will continue to work with the community to resolve these issues and to ensure that Willand remains as one of the safest places to live in Devon.

 

Finally, our local non-emergency number, shown above, is changing. As of the 5th September 2011, there will be a NATIONAL police non-emergency number, which is 101.        Kind Regards,      PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims.
 
It’s not the thought but the deed that stands 

up in a court of law.

CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH

In the same way that schools start their year in September, the Methodist Church starts its year in September.  Sometimes our ministers move into an area ready to start work on September 1st.  However, this year our minister already lives in the area. We have just had a celebration for Rev Alan Rothwell, as he and his wife Julie move to live in Exeter on his retirement.  I take over as minster for this area again from this September.  You can meet me at any of our services, or at any of our coffee mornings, with cakes(!), which is on the first Thursday of every month. My phone number is 01884 32679. 

Our harvest service will be at 10.30am on 25th September in the church. Everyone is welcome to come and join the celebration.    Rev Paul Booth.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Mr Holmes, with reference to our telephone conversation regarding our charity event.   LANCE AND THE SILVERTONES will be holding their 2nd charity music event at WILLAND VILLAGE HALL ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22nd, in aid of the new Devon Air Ambulance appeal fund. For those who have not seen Lance and his band, they play ‘Shadows’ tunes and popular songs from the 50’s to modern day.  Doors open at 7.30pm, and refreshments are available.  Dancing and a Raffle, but please bring your own bottle, as we have no bar facility. Tickets are priced at £6.00 and are available from 01884 820596, or Willand Post Office and Tavy Textiles in Cullompton. Thank you for your help,

                                                               Judith Trevelyan  01884 820596

ANOTHER LETTER

Hi, you don't know me as I live in the NW of England.  However, my ancestors, the Robert Johnson family, lived in Willand from about 1814 to at least 1873.  

 

Robert was born in Chard in Somerset but appeared on the 1841 census as an Agricultural Labourer living with his wife Jane nee Sanders of Broadhembury at Summer's Mill.  Throughout the years he and his ever growing family moved around; 1851 found them living in ‘the last house at the end of the Parish of Willand’, 1861 they were next door to the Parsonage while Jane, his wife, was at Waremill, nursing Elizabeth Salter, a widow of 83 and her sister Sarah Cripe 73.  The 1871 census shows Robert, Jane & their daughter living in the Parsonage and while he is down as the Parish Clerk he also works still as an Ag Lab.  Robert died in 1873 at the age of 59 and Jane in 1875 aged 62 yrs. 

 

My Mum's brother now lives in Devon and last year Mum & I visited for a week.  Whilst there, we went in search of places where the family had lived especially Willand.  We visited the beautiful Church and got the key so that we could stand where our Ancestors had stood.  I also bought the excellent book on Willand which, by the way, mentions Jane Johnson living at Ware Mill as a nurse.  It was great to see my 2 x Great Grandma mentioned - even if the men thought they were the important ones, it was the women that got the headlines!!!  

 

The reason for my writing to you is in the hope that someone would know something that would help flesh-out the bare bones of the tale.  For example, I couldn't find anyone who knew where the Parsonage was located.  I am hoping to come down to Devon again soon and I would love to be able to glean some further info to share with my family.  Robert's son William went to London as a Footman in a Big House, he met and married my Great Grandma and they raised a family in Battersea.  Their youngest son John was my Mum's father.  He survived the First World War and received the Military Medal for valour but sadly died of TB just 5 years later,  one week before the birth of his son.  

 

My Mum was 90 in June and she delights in learning about her family roots.  It would be great if you could help me in my search for information. My address is as follows:-  Sr. A Gillick,  2 Fuchsia Walk,  Greasby, Wirral,  CH49 3AG.
                                            Thanking you in anticipation,  Ann-Marie Gillick
CAMEO
We have been really busy during these last couple of months.  A min-coach-load of ladies had a wonderful day at Pecorama, the weather was ideal and the gardens there were at their best.  The Singles Group had to cancel their proposed garden visit because of the rain, so went to Mary Tancock's house instead and her garden was looking lovely.  We've been to Tiverton Town Hall to see the Mayoral Regalia and that was really interesting to hear about the history of these items. We were shown around by the Town Beadle and Chief Mace-bearer and we now know what an historic role they played in days gone by.  We saw the Tiverton casket, which the Council had recently purchased in an auction and cost the rate-payers £4,000, but already folk have donated £2,500 towards the cost of this piece of Tiverton's history.  
It's all go being a Cameo member! We are off soon for an evening meal at the Halfway House, followed next day by a tour of the Met. Office in Exeter.           Later in September we are going on an evening guided tour of Exeter on the "Ghost and Legends" trail, so we're looking forward to that. Then it's the Brewhouse Theatre to see "The Lady in White" and of course our own big charity Coffee Morning on 15th October for the Alzheimers Research Appeal. This is in memory of former member Pat Starnes, an unfortunate victim of this awful illness.  As if this wasn't enough, there is to be a party in October celebrating the 10th anniversary of the "Singles" group. This is a Group for Cameo members who, for whatever reason, live alone. It has been a great success, having annual holidays, picnics and parties, but most important of all, meeting together once a month on a Sunday afternoon in each other’s houses for a cup of tea and a chat and laugh. Unfortunately, we have had to restrict the numbers to 18 because we can't physically fit any more ladies into our sitting rooms.  This is a very good support group as we are able to help each other out in times of need.  
The Walking Group had a dinner at the Martlett Inn in Langford Budville and went along the Tiverton canal. They then had a really strenuous walk around the hills at Cadeleigh, ending up with a well-earned cream tea at Bickleigh Mill. Next walk will be around Neroche Forest. We have had some excellent speakers - Lawrence Beckford, the son of one of our members. Lawrence is a professional wood-carver and mason.  He brought along some items of his wonderfully intricate work. He worked on the restoration of Windsor Castle after the devastating fire and carved the angels in Bath Abbey. He has done a lot of work in Winchester Cathedral and is currently working at Bradfield House, restoring the" legacy" the boys had left behind when it was a home for "difficult" boys which many of you will remember! 
We had a fascinating talk by Ms. Deborah Bean, who had been Private Secretary to Sir Martin Charteris, who is her Majesty the Queen's Private Secretary. She had been all over the world with the Royal Family many times, sailing on the Royal Yacht Britannia.  She had  many tales to tell and brought along Christmas and Birthday cards, medals and awards and photographs from her many years’ service.  Next month, we are having a talk from Dorothy Lomas about the Fox Family, who owned Coldharbour Mill. Plans are going ahead for the new "interest" groups we are proposing to have, covering, painting, crafts, books and music appreciation - something for everyone.
                                                                                         Betty Penberthy

 

If you’re feeling low, avoid lying down.
TREE NEWS 

Jaycroft is an enjoyable walk or cycle route in all seasons.  In the summer, a resident pointed out the sweet aroma from the flowers of a Lime tree, and there is an especially beautiful aroma coming from an outstanding Lime tree in a garden as you walk through the Church yard.   With the coming of Autumn, there is much of interest in the hedges of Jaycroft, including a Holly with yellow berries, Spindle bushes and also Elm trees looking healthy and always hoping to avoid Dutch Elm disease.  

 

As you approach Willand Moor Road, there is a length of hedge on a Devon bank to be treasured, as it has a large number of different tree species and bushes, which is an indicator of a hedge which has been there for centuries.  It includes several Spindle bushes which are a delight to see in autumn.  They have three-lobed pink berries which ripen to show a bright orange seed inside.

 

Residents should ensure that tree ties are not too tight as they can damage the tree.  When houses were built, such as those of Willand Moor Road, the Developer planted a tree with a stake to protect it, in the gardens of some residents.  As the tree grows, the tree ties should be loosened, and eventually removed together with the stake when the tree is established.

 

People have commented how the many large trees in Willand help to make it such an attractive village.  The Willand History Society are making a photographic survey of the old trees, and it is certainly interesting to take part in this project.  Of course we need to be planting young trees to retain the character of the village.  Ideas are being sought for how the village should commemorate our Queen's Diamond Jubilee next year, such a wonderful event to celebrate.  One way would be to plant a tree or trees in suitable places.  I would appreciate suggestions of suitable places to put forward to the Parish Council.  Another idea is for a commemorative seat in Jaycroft which would be appreciated by young and old alike, who enjoy this beautiful walk.

                      David Ritchie, Voluntary Tree Warden, Home tel: 822977.

                                                       email: margaretdave@btinternet.com
ROY BUSSELL

Roy, who sadly passed away on August 8th, was born in Broadclyst – the youngest of seven children. On leaving school, he joined the Army and saw service in many countries. He met, and married, his wife Hilda (also one of seven children) whilst serving as a Company Sergeant Major during the second world war on the Isle of Wight.  The family moved to Dean Hill Farm in 1955 before moving into Willand Old Village in 1977. 

He worked for DCC after that, looking after the grass and hedges at various schools and with his son Brian, tended the churchyard for many years, also  the grass around the village for MDDC, until his retirement..
He was a very keen member of the Royal British Legion, where he was Chairman for a number of years, then President, and was a keen member of their skittles team, Willand Bowls Club, the Over 60’s and both he and Hilda were stalwart members of Willand Garden Club for many years. Although Hilda was the one who entered all the exhibits in the annual Flower and Vegetable Show, it’s assumed that it was Roy who did most of the spade work. He was always a very supportive member of the Garden Club and continued to bring along home-grown vegetables for coffee mornings and plant sales until his health started to deteriorate during the past few years.
Roy had a long and interesting life and was always ready to share his experiences with everyone he met. He and his son were always willing to help Derek Rowe with the harvest when they had finished their days’ work and he was a devoted husband to Hilda, particularly after she became almost housebound. He was a very practical man, would always offer help to anyone who needed it and loved to work in the garden and with machinery. He was a larger than life character whose presence in the village will be sadly missed.
CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW 

Saturday 24th   September at Willand Village Hall is the date and venue for the Culm Valley MRC’s 3rd Model Railway Show.  It is open from 10am until 4.30pm and the cost is £3.50 for adults and only £1.50 for children.  There is, of course, free parking and wheelchair access to most of the hall.  

We have 16 layouts lined up for this year with many new to the area.  One of the layouts is featured in this year’s Hornby annual - another, by a Willand modeller, is an award-winning model of the Corris Railway set in 1930.  We have a Dad’s Army theme model, Granddad’s Hornby 3 rail, trams, a German layout & many others covering steam, diesel & electric.  For the connoisseur we have gauges O, OO, HO, OO9, N, Z, & T.

There are 3 trade stands this year.  Ray Heard has got 2 rooms covering 2nd hand items in all the popular gauges, including overseas, The Burnham club have their private owner wagons covering most companies that traded by rail in the Devon & Somerset area, and coming up from Torbay is Globe Videos with their ever popular DVD’s of local lines from times past.  

The previous 2 years shows were great family events being well attended with around 500 viewers coming each year.  Our reputation as a friendly show for both the serious and amateur modeller has travelled around the country and we even have posters advertising the Willand show in Eastbourne shops!  I have already had people asking if they can bring their layouts to next year’s show.  We certainly have the perfect location with the excellent hall, parking & transport links. 

As usual there will be refreshments available with hot dogs, pasties, sandwiches etc. as well as tea, coffee and cold drinks. We hope to see you there on the 24th. For further information about the show or the club visit our webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811.

Don’t believe the colour supplement until you see it 

in black and white.
HOW ABOUT A BEACON?
In 2012, Her Majesty The Queen will become the second Monarch in British history to celebrate sixty years on the throne, the previous Monarch to achieve this was Queen Victoria. The Queen has reigned through some of the most profound and breath-taking changes ever to have taken place in our history. So it is absolutely right that The Queen’s achievements - her hard work and dedication across this extraordinary time - be celebrated by all of us, both in this country and across the wider Commonwealth. Individuals and communities will, of course, mark the Diamond Jubilee in any number of different ways. The Government, however, is working closely with Buckingham Palace to ensure that there are truly ‘national’ celebrations taking place of which we can all be proud. 

As part of the celebrations, a series of beacons will be lit across the UK to celebrate this Jubilee. In 2002, over 1,800 beacons were lit to mark The Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Communities across the UK and around the globe, including as far flung as Antarctica came together to light a beacon and celebrate this special occasion. In 2012, the plan is to have even more with 2,012 being lit and Her Majesty lighting the National Beacon on Monday 4th June. 

As the Minister in Government responsible for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, I am therefore delighted to endorse this project, honouring this very special and rare occasion.   Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP
(Registration Form, Build Instructions, etc., are available from the P.C.. Ed) 
Blind dates can be short-sighted about their own descriptions.

LANDFILL COMMUNITIES FUND 

Uffculme Environmental Limited would like to notify the local community that new funding applications should now be directed to Viridor Credits Environmental Company based in Taunton.  Over the past thirteen years a large number of community, wildlife and heritage projects in the Uffculme area have benefited from the Landfill Communities Fund, which Viridor Credits distributed through Uffculme Environmental Limited.  Viridor Credits will continue to support local projects within 10 miles of the landfill site at Broadpath and endeavour to carry on the good work of the members of Uffculme Environmental Limited. 
Viridor Credits is always searching for opportunities to support new projects
and would be delighted to hear from you via www.viridor-credits.co.uk, 01823 624656 or Viridor Credits, First Floor, Aintree House, Blackbrook Park Avenue, Taunton, Somerset, TA12PX. 

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
Since the last parish magazine, the History Group has been provided with a storage place for the ‘Willand Archive’. It consists of the many documents, images, items, research, etc, etc, which have been collected over the last ten years (and continues to be collected) – thanks largely, of course, to the generosity of Willand’s residents past and present. At the moment the archive is stored at the History Group secretary’s home in Tiverton, but at our meeting in May it was announced that the Village Hall Committee have kindly given us permission to keep the archive in one of the rooms at the Village Hall. This promises to provide a more permanent home for it at the centre of the village, where it can be more accessible to other group members. Security was an initial concern, but thanks to money made from past sales of The Book of Willand, we have purchased two secure steel cabinets. In the meantime, the continuing project of cataloguing the archive and transferring it to its new home continues. 
At our July meeting, we were pleased to welcome Chairman of Willand Parish Council, Ray Ursell, who outlined his vision for the new parish website. We also discussed plans for our next Willand History Exhibition – at the Village Hall on Saturday 26th  November – more details of which will be in the next Parish Magazine.  It also became apparent that the end of The Gables is nigh – it appears that because of the cost of renovation, when the land is sold, most probably for development, the buildings will be destroyed. For now, the property now stands rather forlornly – unattended, boarded up and bearing the scars of recent vandalism – as a sad testament to its Edwardian heyday and its place at the heart of Willand’s community for over 100 years.  

Willand Sports, 1911
Recently the History Group purchased a postcard from Ebay showing the organising committee of Willand Sports from circa 1910-12. The annual Willand Sports was one of the district’s foremost summer events, attracting competitors from across southern England and thousands of spectators brought by special trains from all over the Westcountry. Further research revealed that 100 years ago this year, on Thursday 17 August 1911, the fourteenth Willand Sports was held in the grounds of Somerville Park (roughly where the park and Gables Lea are now located), then owned by Mr Samuel Hope Rowe. There was prize money of over £110 up for grabs for competitors in the various horse (driving classes, jumping, hurdle, flat), bicycle and ‘foot’ events. For the many visitors, there was a great range of other attractions, including ‘Messrs. Anderton and Rowland’s Up-to-date Scenic Railway and Electric Theatre,’ which was advertised as ‘Absolutely the best show of its kind in England’ as well as numerous other sideshows and stalls. Music throughout the day was provided by the band of G Company of the 4th Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment.  
The Sports started at 2pm with admission set at one shilling (reduced to six pence after 5pm) and children aged 3 to 12 were charged two pence.  Those keen on watching the sporting events from the best vantage point could pay an extra shilling to sit in the grandstand, which had been extended by 15 feet from the previous year. After the sports had finished there was dancing to 9.30 pm – a licence was granted by the magistrates to Mr Coxwell of the Railway Hotel (Tiverton Junction) to serve alcoholic refreshments at the sports ground until 9pm; he also had a 35 minute extension for the Railway Hotel until 10.35pm. The police had argued against the hour  extension he had applied for because of the difficulty they would have encountered encouraging ‘stragglers’ to catch the last trains home; one of the magistrates agreed that some people could finish their beer in ‘three or four seconds’ but others could ‘take half an hour’.   

Over 3,000 tickets were sold before the day of the 1911 Willand Sports and only an hour after the gates were opened there was a crowd of 4,000, and that had swollen to almost 6,000 by the last event. It proved to be a very successful day with 50 more competitors than had entered in 1910. The Tiverton Gazette reported that: “Not a single accident occurred to mar the afternoon’s enjoyment, but there were one or two narrow escapes in the horse racing events.” The event secretary, Mr Albert Chick, the Willand carpenter, was praised for having, “discharged with marked ability and success the duties of honorary secretary, and last Thursday he received many congratulations on the excellent manner in which the whole of the arrangements for the race meeting had been carried through.”  There was one accident reported from the day: “During the afternoon a little boy was stung on the tongue by a wasp while eating a sweet. Dr Gidley extracted the sting” – the summer of 1911 was extremely hot and Devon, like much of England, had been suffering a ‘plague’ of wasps.   James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)
Don’t live in a celebrity-infested area 

unless you want your life on camera.
BREAD & BUNS.
Those of us who travel to London by road from time to time cannot have missed the ‘landmark’ of two cottage loaves on a wooden table outside The Bakery, on the narrow part of the A303 at West Camel, near Sparkford.  With the last of the baker’s shops in Cullompton having had to close recently, I wondered how this small shop, situated on probably the busiest road in the South West, in virtually a non-residential area, could possibly survive. So I called in a week or so ago. Remember Macaroons? Custard tarts? Spicy fruit loaves? Almond/Cherry slices? Chelsea buns? They’re all there – all baked on the premises, as is the beautifully baked bread in all sizes, shapes and colours. The lady behind the counter told me they supply all the pubs, hotels and shops over a wide area and because they have family in Norfolk, they even take orders for the various locations in between for delivery when they visit. As she said, they are doing VERY well.  So next time you’re passing, preferably travelling back to Willand, and have the time to spare, I would recommend a visit. I should warn you that although there is a layby opposite, you literally take your life in your hands if you try to cross the A303 at that point – drivers do not even slow down for pedestrians and there is rarely a gap in the traffic. You can, however, park outside if you travel in the westerly direction. If you want to avoid disappointment, ring them first with an order – 01935 850450.
Water under the bridge is fine. It’s water 

over the bridge that’s the problem.
AND FINALLY
One last thing. PLEASE fill in the Housing Needs Survey and post it NOW. It may not be relevant to you at all – but a bigger picture tells a better story and you’ll be helping some other family within the village   Thank you…..
WILLAND DIARY            
September

Thursday         1st        Methodists Coffee Morning/Bring & Buy   10.00am

Thursday         1st        CAMEO Fox Family/C.harbour Mill WVH  7.15pm

Monday          5th
Culm District Flower Club          W.V.H.,    2.15pm
Tuesday          6th 
Willand Rovers Bingo                W.V.H.,     7.30pm
Thursday          8th         Over 69’s Club                           W.V.H.,     2.15pm

Saturday        10th        Over 60’s Coffee Morning         W.V.H.,   10.15am

Tuesday        13th
Village Hall Bingo                      W.V.H.,     7.30pm
Wednesday   14th 
Garden Club - Plants for autumn/winter       7.15pm
Friday           16th 
Cowgirl Twisters                         W.V.H.,    8.00pm
Saturday       17th         Garden Club – Coffee Morning  W.V.H.,   10.00am

Monday        19th         Over 60’s Club Outing/Torquay+Brixham   9.30am

Tuesday        20th 
Willand Rovers Bingo                 W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Tuesday        20th         Whist Drive, Church Hall                            7.30pm

Saturday         24th          Culm Model Railway Show         W.V.H.,   10.00am

Sunday          25th        Methodist Harvest Festival Service.            10.30pm
October

Monday          3rd 
Culm District Flower Club          W.V.H.,     2.15pm
Tuesday         4th 
Willand Rovers Bingo                W.V.H.,     7.30pm
Thursday         6th         Methodists Coffee Morning/Bring & Buy   10.00am

Thursday       6th          CAMEO – A.G.M. / Meal & Dance W.V.H.6.45pm

Tuesday       11th  
Village Hall Bingo                      W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Wednesday  12th 
Garden Club - Garden birds        W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Thursday       13th          Over 60’s Club                            W.V.H.,    2.15pm
Friday          14th     CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE NOVEMBER MAG.
Saturday       15th        CAMEO Coffee morning for the Alzheimers Appeal

Tuesday       18th
Willand Rovers Bingo                 W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Tuesday       18th          Whist Drive,  Church Hall                           7.30pm

Friday          21st 
Cowgirl Twisters                         W.V.H.,    8.00pm
Saturday      22nd    Lance & The Silvertones Dance for the Air Ambulance

Monday       24th           Over 60’s Club Outing / Barnstaple             9.30am

November

Thursday       3rd                    Methodists Coffee Morning/Bring & Buy       10,00am

Thursday       3rd             CAMEO Roger Lambert – Shelterbox W.V.H  7.15pm
If someone insists nothing is wrong, something isn’t right.
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Important —Amiving through your
door SOON?

Wllland Parlsh Counc1[ would llke

~ your views on housing in the Parish .

- The results of the survey will

- establish the need for all types of

housing especially affordable

- housing for local people.

Do you know someone who has
moved away from Willand to find a
suitable home but wants to return?

= They too can complete a form - ring
for a copy on 01392 383419.

Dlease spend a few
minutes filling it in





